
                  

 

 

February 14, 2011 

 

State Senator Gen Olson 
537 State Office Building 
100 Rev. Dr. MLK Jr. Blvd 
St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Senator Olson, 

First, I want to thank you for your willingness to engage in conversations to find compromise and agreement 
so we could have bi-partisan support for the alternative licensure bill. We have engaged in good faith for the 
past month to find solutions that would allow for alternative pathway candidates to successfully acquire a 
standard teaching license, but the current bill and proposed amendment language fall short of protecting the 
overall quality of candidates at the secondary level.  

As discussed in our meetings, I have expressed my strong commitment to closing achievement gaps and 
providing the best teachers for our most vulnerable students. As you are aware, alternatively licensed 
teachers are often placed in schools with the biggest challenges and the least experienced teachers. It is 
imperative that if we have alternatively licensed candidates we ensure they are the best and brightest. It is 
also essential that they have the experience and content level expertise to ensure they are ready to deliver on 
the promise of a high quality learning experience for our students.  

Therefore, I am asking that you further consider the compromise language I suggested requiring that 
alternatively licensed candidates have a major in the content area or other professional experience at grades 
7-12. I believe that this deep knowledge in the content area will be one less barrier to a new teacher’s success. 
Having to learn how to teach and meet the unique needs of all students requires mastery of not only the 
content, but delivery of that content as well. Finally, it is imperative that we require non-profit start-ups to 
partner with colleges of education in order to ensure best practices and quality of programming. We must 
carefully consider the precedent we are establishing in law that will impact the quality of our future teachers 
in Minnesota. 

Again, I thank you for your consideration and look forward to our continued discussion on this very 
important decision. 

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Brenda Cassellius 
Commissioner of Education 

 

Cc:  Senate Majority Leader Amy Koch ; Senate Minority Leader Thomas Bakk ; Senator LeRoy Stumpf; 
 House Speaker Kurt Zellers; House Minority Leader Paul Thissen; Representative Pat Garofalo; 
 Governor Mark Dayton 


